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any useful purpose. Gustavus invaded Bavaria and
proceeded to lay waste the country. Hitherto it
had escaped the miseries of war; the fields were
tilled, the houses unburned, the barns filled with
produce, and the pockets of the burghers filled with
money. It could, therefore, furnish rich plunder,
and as pillagers there was now little difference be-
tween the armies of the Emperor and the armies of
Sweden. A host of mercenaries had been added
to the little force of God-fearing men with whom
Gustavus landed in Germany, and never has the
science of devastation been practised more thor-
oughly than by the armies which laid waste German
soil during the Thirty Years' War.

The Duke of Bavaria cried loudly for aid, but
Wallenstein hated the duke, and would not hasten
to his assistance. The Emperor was powerless to
give orders, and Wallenstein viewed the devastation
of Bavaria with calmness and content, At last he
consented to join his forces with the Bavarian army,
and the allies laid siege to Nuremberg, Gustavus
led his troops to the relief of the town, and the
armies .camped opposite one another before that
ancient city. For more than two months they
watched each other, until forty thousand men
had perished from disease, and the surrounding
country was laid so bare that sufficient food for
the troops could no longer be found. Then Gus-
tavus broke camp and marched away, and Wallen-
stein followed.

On November 16, 1632, fourteen months after the
victory at Breitenfekl, the armies met at Latzen, or
